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Rew York, February 15, 1913, 


the Honorable Committee on Yaya and Meane, 
the Honerable Ogear v. Underwood, Chairman, 


Gentlemen: 
Ve, the American Mumismatia Seeiety and the Amerdean 

Numismatic Aseeciation, desire respectfully te eall attention 
to the subject of duties on Medals, ae new impoeod by the Gua. 
tome Department of the United otatec, The Encyclopedia Britannica de- 
fines, “Bedale strictly the term given to n memovial plese, 
Stiginaliy ef metal, and generally in the shape ef « eoin, used 
however net ag curreney but as an artistic preduat. The term 
“gedal” is artistically extended by analogy to pieees of the 
seme charneter net nevesearily shaped like e¢oing, The histery 
of coing and medale is inecporablie.” 

the Century Giotionary, quoting from ‘Vroth's “Ceing & 
Medals", @ays “Italian and Yrench writere of the 19th and 16th 
centuries used “medagliec' aid 'medailles? to signify eeine which 
being no longer in circulation, were preserved in the cabinets 
‘of gollegtors a8 curiosities, {ven in the last century our own 
werd ‘medal’ wns so employed.” 

A&® the presen. tiwe there is sbaelutely no oroviedon for 
the entry of medialea ageuch, Yaey are classed under the general 
head of *"Xanufactures of Metal” and » geayment of 45 per cent. 


ad. valorem ia exeeted on all whieh ore lese than one hundred 


yoars olds 

Medals are, a9 & rule, issued to caoumencrate events of 
importance and are of great edueationsl and histories] values 
Jeny nodele are of great artistic merit. Their value is based 
on theix rarity ond the #ki11 and fame of the artiat. The ime 
portation ef medaia inte tied o country conpetes with ne American 
manuracture, o8 thay area sought aleeot exclusively by museuae | 
and eGlieeters, “hile the revenue obtained from then by the 
Gevernment ia infiniteenal, if is so heavy burden upon «a eomparae 
tively few individuals. 

lt frequentiy beaspense that twa medals of the sane ise 
ana of idential cost te produce Vary LOO pax gente in om Lae 
s& 28 imequitable, therefore, that a duty should be impesed 
at & manufacture of metal, vhen the selling pri¢ee in we wy 
Yepredents the combined cast at panutacture ond the intriaeie 
Value of the metel.« 

Choa and ooine are entered duty free, “edale ore in 
the game category with coins when such are ne longer gure 
Pate 

th View of these facta, of the great educational value 
of medala, and the needed atimulation te medellic art im thie 
‘Guatry, we would reepeetfully ask that medals be entered 
Guty {vee, provided net more than twe of the same king he 
brought in by the same individuel, 


“Ould it seem desirable te exelude 4istinetiy modern 


productions, 1% might be fair te maintein a duty on such aa 
are less than ten yeare old. The fact that they do not 
compete with anything of American manufacture would, hows 


ever, warrant «a reduction in the oresent rate of Gutys 


+f 


YUE iis error, 


Ee a 2 
+ Me % 


BY ees eewese oun enneaneaas 


ny Mahe pause, Cot ee &, 


Chairman, Committeo on *fereign Medale, 


99% Vadisgen Avenue, few York Citys 


SH AMSRIGAN MOMISMATIC ASSOCIATION, 


f Signet } By Prittterice MEAL wevenes or Dekalb, Tile, 


brepident. 
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New York, February 17, 19136 


the Honerable Committee on Yaye and Means, 


The Honerable Csear °. Underwood, Chalraans 


Gentlemen: 

i am banding you RBerewith a brief from The American 
Rumiematie Coolety and The American Pumiemeti¢c Association, re 
speetrully asking that the duty on medals be remitted. 

the matter ie faliy eovered in the brief but I dew 
tive to add thet The Awerigen Numismatic Society is the oldest 
of its kind in the United States, organized in 1858 and ineoer~ 
porated in 1665, and having in ite membership a large number 
of representative men. i% mainteing « numiematie MUS CUM, 
which io free to the public, ond ie the only building in the 
world devoted exclusively to that purpose, The American 
fumigmatio association iw national in character. ita edue 
gational and historical advantages and benefite were reeoge 
nized when it wae granted a Yederal Charter by Congress on | 
Bay Oth, 1912. 

any further information which may be required will 
be cheerfully furnished by 

Youra Very reapestfully, 
Kp é 
995 Madisen Avenud, 
Row York City. 
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847 Jersey Avenue 


®ligabeth, N. J., Feb. 18, 1913. 


The Honorable Willian 2, Tuttle, Tra, 
member of Congresa, 
Washington, BD. C. 
Dear Sir: 

I have this day forwarded to the Committee 
on Ways and Means a brief from The American Numismatic 
Society and The American Wumismatic Association, copy 
of which is enclosed, respectfully asking that the duty 
on foreign medals into the United States be remitted, 

In view of the fact that the time when this 
can come before the Committee is short, I would very 
greatly appreciate any effort which you can make to 
have the matter acted wpon promptly. 


Yours respectfully, 
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This card must be neatly and correctly made ip and addressed at the post: office where the article is registered? The postmaster who delivers 
the registered article must see that this card is properly signed, legibly postmarked, and mailed to the sender, without envelope or postage. @ 


REGISTRY RETURN RECEIPT, —_—Form 1048, 


Received from the postmaster be oes article, the po De riber of which 


appears on the reverse side of this card. = Ror 


koa Miner eevee Ge a IO LBS oh era, 


When delivery is made to an 
agent of the addressee, both 
addressee’s name and agent’s 
signature 'must appear in this 
receipt, 


x 


A teuitteved article must not be delivered to anyone but the addressee or the person in whose care it is addressed, 
except upon addressee’s written order or a written order from the sender transmitted by the mailing postmaster and 
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When the above receipt has been properly signed, it must be postmarked with the name of delivering office and 
actual date pe delivery and mailed to Ai edaras without envelope or postage. 
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Mr. Baumen I, Belden, 
Bligabeth, Ny. Jd. 
Dear Sir: 
l have yours with enclosure which 


has alresdy been filed with Ways and Means 


at a> 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES U.S., 


COMMITTEE ON COINAGE, WEIGHTS, AND MEASURES, 


The matter has my interest and will have 


my best attention. 


Respectfully, 


fit WL. 


7 
C. 


ibe ACE cone nications Mt th: 


4SG iy (of Vf lee Ol C7 Feu’ 


Mave Culley Vy 


aes Doty, 
York Feo. 21, 1927. 


Bauman L. Belden, Hsq., Director, 

The American Numismatic Society, 

156" St. West of Btway, City. 

Dear Mr. Belden,: 

I note that you have the return re- 
ceipt from the Ways and Means Committee and it may be as 
well to keep it on file with the other papers in the mat- 
ter. 

In relation to the Mark Twain plaquette having 
been done by Henri Nelli, it is possible that the "MM" on 
the plaquette stands for Monsieur Nelli, as you suggest. 
It is also possible that he is an Italian sculptor who 
may not have been known to Forrer. I think I shall 
take your suggestion and write to Forrer as to just this 
kind of thing. 


Very sincerely yours, 


E£30-275-1t2-!2) 


Moro bdley Son; 


ep oe 
tueliders fy? yy, wy, 
489 Lift Avene. VA PLHRS BE. 24, 19 ie 


Bauman LL. Belden, Esq., Director, 
156th St. West of Broadway, 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Belden; 

I am in receipt of the following letter 
from Wr. Underwood, Chairman of the Committee on Ways and 
Means, which is self-explanatory: 

"IT acknowledge receipt of your. letter of the 
17th inst.,enclosing a brief from the American 
Numismatic Society and the American Numismatic 
Association, urging the medals in Paragraph 199 
be admitted free of customs duty under the pro- 


visions of the forthcoming bill revising the 
present tariff law. 


O/ firm: 


D 
te 


I am taking the liberty of inserting these 
communications in the testimony taken at the 
recent hearings conducted by the Committee in 
order that the information may be available in 
its proper paragraph order and receive the care- 
ful attention of the Ways and Means Committee at 
the proper time." 


The tone of this letter would indicate that we 
ought to have good consideration. 


Very sincerely 


Qyp ° ; ms 
Aheeds wet conmvminecations Me Me 
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Mr. Robert Jerwes Pidlitz, 
489 Fifth Avenue, 
New York. 
Dear Mr, Fidlita:- 


bruary edoth, 1918. 


I have your letters of February cist and ¢4th, and am 
Slad to see that the matter will have consideration. [Let us hope that 
the consideration villirresult favorably. 

T have the following letter from Congressman Tuttle: = 

"T have yours with enclosures, which J note has already 
been filed with the Weys and Veans Committee. | 

"The matter has my interest end will have ry best con- 


sideration." 


Of course, that may or may not 
people usually send a reply of this kind to almos 


cation that they get. 


As regards Nelli I think it is 
what Forrer can tell. JInauiries of this kind tray 
tract of medallists of whom he hes not heard ,« 
parties. 


mean anything as these 
t any kind of a cormuni- 
a very good plan to see 


possibly pet him on the 
and so do good to both 


Very sincerely yours, 


original back +ab of feldg, 


